
"Seeing Jesus at Home"
Colossians 3:18 - 4:1

Jesus is seen in our homes when a wife treats her husband as the family leader that God's called him 
to be (18)

God's Word just finished challenging and commanding believers to become who they are in Jesus 
Christ. The fact is that through faith in Jesus, believers have experienced a resurrection. Their old, sinful life 
has been buried with Jesus, and they have been raised up and given a new and forgiven life with Jesus. So 
the challenge and command is simple: Be who you really are! Put off the old, sinful self, and put on Jesus 
Christ. Having laid that foundation, God's Word goes straight to the practical application of putting on our new 
life in Jesus in the relationships and the place where it matters most: Our homes. For wives, the command is 
as misunderstood as it is familiar. God tells wives to submit to or to follow the leadership of their husbands. The 
reason why is as important as the command, which is because it is fitting or proper to do so in the Lord! What 
does this mean? In a few words it means this, God's design for the family is that the husband would lead his 
family, following God's example in loving, providing and protecting His family. God's design is that the husband 
would lead his family to know and follow the Lord. God's design is that wives would be a part of encouraging 
and supporting the role that God's called their husbands to take on within their families. If a husband doesn't 
have his wife's support, how can he lead? So what does this look like? Simply put it looks like the wife being 
willing to let the husband be the tie breaker in the home. In cases where there's disagreement about what to 
do, God calls the wife to trust Him and allow her husband to lead. It's an act of faith and obedience to God 
much more than anything else.
1. Read Luke 2:41-51 and Luke 22:39-46. Discuss these examples of submission in Jesus' life.
2. Read Ephesians 5:15-21. In verse twenty-one, what are all believers called to do? What should this look 

like in our relationship with each other?
3. Read Ephesians 5:22-24. What is a wife's submission intended to illustrate and witness to in the marriage 

relationship?
4. What are some of the reasons why this part of God's design for marriage is difficult?

Jesus is seen in our homes when a husband loves his wife and children as Jesus sacrificially and 
patiently loves him (19, 21)

There's only one specific command for the wife, but there are several for the husband, starting with 
putting on his new life in Jesus in the way that he loves and treats his wife. Husbands are called to love their 
wives, and this love is intended to model the love of God. If God's love is unchanging, then a husbands love 
should be unchanging. If God's love is sacrificial, then a husbands love should be sacrificial. If God's love looks 
out of our best interest, then a husbands love should look out for his wife's best interest (and on-and-one it 
should go). Husbands loving their wives isn't to be based on a feeling or on what the wife does, but husbands 
loving their wives is a step of obedience to the Lord for believers with new life in Jesus. If this is the case, then 
it follows that husbands would not be harsh to their wives, causing them to become bitter. In a similar way, 



father's are commanded to raise and discipline their children in a way that encourages them rather than 
discourages them, modeling the discipline of the Lord in our lives.
1. Read Ephesians 5:25-30. What is the husband's love for his wife intended to illustrate and witness to in the 

marriage relationship?
2. Read Hebrews 12:5-11. What is the purpose and heart of God's discipline in our lives? What does God's 

discipline say about who we are to God?
3. What's God's intended purpose through the obedience of husbands/fathers in these commands?
4. Pray for husbands and fathers in our faith family, praying for their new life in Jesus to grow and to show in 

their relationships with their wives and children.

Jesus is seen in our homes when children obey their parents because they know that it pleases God 
(20)

God's Word gives one simple command to children in these verses: Obey your parents in everything. 
When verse twenty says everything, does it really mean everything? One important thing to remember is who 
God's Word is speaking to in the letter to the Colossians, which is the followers of Jesus in Colossae. In other 
words, Paul was speaking to children whose parents were most likely followers of Jesus. The probable 
assumption is that their parents weren't asking them to purposefully do things would be in blatant disobedience 
to the Lord or in obvious danger to themselves. Regardless, the command is to obey. Why? Because 
obedience pleases the Lord.
1. For parents, how do you encourage your children to obey for the right reasons -- obeying the Lord to 

please the Lord -- instead of simply obeying you as a parent or obeying you for selfish motives only?
2. For children and youth, when do you struggle to obey your parents?
3. What are some of the reasons that you have for obeying your parents, especially if it involves doing chores 

or studying or doing other things that you don't necessarily want to do?
4. Have you ever thought about obeying your parents simply to make God happy? How can you help each 

other be accountable to obey God by obeying your parents this coming week? Do it!

Jesus is seen in our homes when we work in a way that shows that we know that God is the boss in 
our lives (3:22, 4:1)

The context of these verses is related to bondservants, who were individuals who voluntarily became 
the servant of someone. In most cases, these bondservants became a part of the family, not only in the sense 
that they belonged to their masters, but also in the sense that they lived with and were provided for by the 
family they worked for. By God's grace, we don't have a direct, legal parallel in Louisiana today, but we do still 
work and are responsible to someone in that work, such as a boss, a client or a patient.  Some of us are even 
responsible for others who are doing the work. In both cases, God's command is clear, do your work in a way 
that shows that you know that God is the boss in your life.
1. How should these verses change everything about the way that employees approach their jobs and work?
2. How should these verses impact the way that bosses deal with their employees?
3. In your situation, are you doing anything that doesn't line-up with God's command in these verses? What 

do you need to do to fix that problem in your life?

Jesus is seen in our homes when we do everything we do by serving and trusting Jesus (23-25)
What power words from the Word of God! In whatever we do in our lives, work as if we're working for 

the Lord and not for men. Why? Because we are working for the Lord in our new lives in Jesus, regardless of 
what we're doing! This is the point of the final words in verse twenty-four, which state that we are serving the 
Lord Christ. In a way, these words can be applied to all of these commands in this section. From the wife's 
obedience because it's proper in the Lord to the child's obedience because it pleases the Lord to the master's 
obedience because the Lord is his/her Master, a part of our new life in Jesus means that we should do 
everything we do by serving and trusting Jesus in our lives.
1. In what ways do you see others in your Connect Group serving and trusting Jesus in these ways in their 

lives? Take a minute to share and encourage one another in the Lord.
2. Pray for each other's faith and courage to do everything in service to the Lord Christ.
3. Who can you share these verses with this coming week? Will you do it?


